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Over 50 healthcare providers infected with 

coronavirus in Karachi: officials  

M. Waqar Bhatti 

April 12, 2020  
 

Dozens of doctors, paramedics, nurses, technicians and other staff of public and private hospitals in 

Karachi have tested positive for coronavirus, after most of these healthcare providers came into contact 

with “affected but asymptomatic patients” without wearing proper personal protective equipment (PPE), 

health department officials said on Saturday. 

“Dozens of healthcare providers, including doctors, paramedics, nurses, technicians, ward boys and even 

drivers at various public and private hospitals have so far tested positive for the coronavirus. The actual 

figure is not yet known, but over 50 healthcare providers have so far tested positive,” an official of the 

Sindh health department told The News. 

At least one doctor, Dr Abdul Qadir Soomro, an eminent physician and dermatologist, had died due to 

coronavirus in Karachi, but despite getting infected, none of these doctors had been hospitalised, the 

official said. 

The latest outbreak of coronavirus has been reported from the Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto 

Trauma Centre near the Civil Hospital Karachi, where 10 healthcare providers, including two doctors, 

three anesthesiologists, nurses, technicians and an IT person, have been infected with COVID-19 after 

performing surgery on an infected patient. 

“At least 10 healthcare providers, including two vascular surgeons and three anesthesiologists, have 

found infected with coronavirus and their tests have been positive. All of them have been placed in 

quarantine while other staff are also being tested,” the health department official said. 

The official maintained that in addition to that, at least three staff members of the Civil Hospital Karachi 

(CHK) and an assistant professor of the Dow University of Health Sciences (DUHS) of the medicine 

department have been infected with the viral ailment. 

Medical Superintendent CHK Dr Khadim Hussain said the incharge of their casualty department, a ward 

boy and a driver of the hospital had been infected with the coronavirus and they had been placed in 

isolation, while an assistant professor of the medicine department who was on leave had also tested 

positive for the virus. 

“The condition of all these COVID-19 patients is good. Either they are asymptomatic or with little 

symptoms. All of them have been placed in self-isolation at their homes and they are doing well,” Dr 
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Khadim Hussain said, adding that actually patients infected with coronavirus were visiting hospitals in a 

large number, and when healthcare providers saw them without PPE or showed any slackness, they also 

got infected. 

But some insiders claimed that several doctors and paramedical staff of the surgical wards of the CHK 

had tested positive when they unknowingly performed surgeries on two patients who were coronavirus 

positive and all the staff of two surgical wards became infected. 

“Elective surgeries had been cancelled in the province following the coronavirus outbreak to prevent 

surgeons and other technical staff from contracting the viral infection as it is now a known fact that all 

the secretions of a coronavirus patients contain the virus and can infect doctors and paramedics,” one of 

the infected surgeons from CHK said but deplored that they had been asked to perform surgeries, which 

infected him and several of his colleagues. 

Four infected at NICH 

Officials at National Institute of Child Health (NICH) Karachi said four of their healthcare providers -- 

two doctors and two paramedics -- had tested positive for the coronavirus and had been shifted to 

different hospitals and self-isolation to prevent others from contracting the disease. 

“Two of our doctors and two paramedics have so far tested positive for the COVID-19. Most probably, 

they acquired the disease from their patients. They have been put in isolation while the departments 

where they worked are being disinfected and those who came into their contact are being monitored,” 

said Prof Jamal Raza, director of the NICH Karachi, while talking to The News. 

One infected at Dow Ojha campus 

Officials at Dow University’s Ojha campus said that despite treating COVID-19 patients and testing 

samples from the entire province, only one ward boy at the emergency department had tested positive. 

They added that they had adopted the infection prevention and control practices which helped in 

preventing their staff from contracting the disease. “Only one ward boy at the emergency department 

contracted the coronavirus and he was immediately isolated. We have put in tight controls while we are 

providing PPE in abundance to prevent our staff from this virus,” said Prof Saeed Quraishy, vice 

chancellor of the DUHS, while talking to The News. 

Other doctors infected 

Health department officials said several doctors and paramedics at Abbasi Shaheed Hospital Karachi, 

Liaquatabad and Korangi had become infected with coronavirus, and most probably they acquired the 

infection from their patients while examining them at their OPDs and wards without using PPE. 

“Several doctors from the ASH, Liaquatabad and Korangi approached various hospitals, including CHK, 

and other labs, and requested for their test and at least six doctors have tested positive so far. They are in 

self-isolation while their close contacts and family members are being examined,” the health department 

said. 

 

 



Two infected at Indus Hospital 

Two healthcare providers of the Indus Hospital Karachi, who took coronavirus samples and treated 

patients from entire Karachi, had also tested positive, Indus Health Network (IHN) officials said. “One 

doctor and a staff member of the Indus Hospital Karachi have tested positive for coronavirus so far. We 

are taking the issue of the safety of our staff very seriously and trying to protect them as much as 

possible.” 

Situation at JPMC 

Officials at the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC) said that despite dealing with largest 

number of patients since the coronavirus outbreak, not a single staff member of the hospital had so far 

tested positive for the COVID-19. They added that they were doing their best to prevent their doctors 

and staff from contracting the disease. 

“We put eight of our staff members in quarantine, including doctors and nurses, and, fortunately, all 

have tested negative. We are using PPE while dealing with patients and take all precautionary measures 

in this regard,” said Dr Seemin Jamali, the executive director at the JPMC. 

Private hospitals 

Several doctors, paramedics and staff members of various tertiary-care and secondary-care hospitals had 

tested positive for coronavirus, and these hospitals include two private health facilities near the National 

Stadium Karachi, Sindh health department officials said, adding that several other healthcare providers 

at hospitals in Gulshan-e-Iqbal, North Nazimabad and Defence and Clifton areas had also tested positive 

for the virus. 

“We are compiling the data of healthcare providers who came into contact with coronavirus positive 

people and got infected in the private health sector. But there are over 15 healthcare providers from 

different private hospitals who have tested positive for the coronavirus in Karachi,” an official of the 

health department said. 

PMA seeks compensation 

The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) said two of the doctors had so far died due to coronavirus in 

the country while many had been found infected with the virus while taking care of the patients. 

It demanded from the federal and provincial governments to announce compensation for those 

healthcare providers who had lost their lives and those who had become infected with the virus. 

“Doctors are frontline soldiers in this war against coronavirus and two have so far been martyred. 

Several others have so far been infected with the virus and their lives are at risk. We demand 

compensation for those who have died and special allowance for those who are working on the 

frontline,” said Dr Qaiser Sajjad, secretary general of the PMA, in a statement on Saturday. 
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Rice exporters hand over ventilators, rice to 

Governor Sarwar  

Our Correspondent 

April 12, 2020  
 

LAHORE : A delegation of Lahore Rice Exporters Association called on Punjab Governor Chaudhry 

Muhammad Sarwar and handed him over eight ventilators and 150 tonne rice as donation for the poor 

families affected by the situation created by coronavirus pandemic.  

Lahore Rice Exporters Association’s Chief Shahjahan Malik, Convener Pir Nazim Shah and General 

Secretary Kashif-ur-Rehman met with Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar. On this 

occasion, All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APTMA) group leader Gohar Ejaz, King Edward 

Medical University (KEMU) Vice-Chancellor Prof Khalid Masood and Universiy of Health Sciences 

Vice-Chancellor Dr Javed Akram were also present. 

Talking to the media after the meeting, Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar said, “We are 

thankful to the rice exporters association and their other friends for donating ventilators and rice for the 

needy in this time of difficulty.” The ventilators, he said, will be provided to various hospitals of Lahore, 

including Jinnah Hospital and Mayo Hospital. The role and contribution of philanthropists and business 

community to the war against corona is highly commendable. No doubt, corona pandemic is spreading 

fast with every passing day. Tens of thousands of families in Pakistan are facing financial constraints in 

the prevailing situation due to coronavirus, therefore, all segments of society will have to fulfil their 

responsibility by advocating government’s efforts. 

The Punjab governor said, “We in collaboration with Punjab Development Network have started supply 

of ration to 300,000 deserving families and I am also monitoring the whole situation in this regard on a 

daily basis.” 

Lahore Rice Exporters Association’s chief Shahjahan Malik, convener Pir Nazim Shah and General 

Secretary Kashif-ur-Rehman said that Pakistan’s economy was suffering huge losses due to the situation 

created by coronavirus. “Despite all odds, we are standing with the poor and affected families,” they 

said. 

Soft loans: The State Bank of Pakistan’s announced to extend employers soft loans for payment of 

wages to workers during the coronavirus pandemic is timely and correct step to save the industry and the 

jobs of workers. 

This was said by Towel Manufacturers Association of Pakistan Chairman Tahir Jahangir in a statement 

issued on Saturday. 
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“We are grateful to the government for the measure and will try to put it to best use and we would be 

able to protect our workers from hardships, and our companies from closure,” he said. 

He hoped that the commercial banks would implement the scheme with the same spirit, not creating 

impediments to its quick implementation. 

Speedy process is also of importance as the companies would have to pay the April salaries early to the 

workers as the holy month of Ramazan would start around April 25. Most families would like to buy 

daily-use commodities before the start of Ramazan so that they could fast comfortably, said Towel 

Manufacturers Association of Pakistan chairman. 

“We hope that the banks will not hinder provision of the loans to the companies by demanding fresh 

collaterals. If it happens, the implementation of the scheme would delay for months. Or it may not get 

implemented at all,” he said. Similarly, extra stringent rules and regulations may thwart quick utilisation 

of the loan scheme. He stated, “We hope the SBP and the commercial banks will ensure quick 

implementation of the scheme.” 

PMA: The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) doctors fighting against coronavirus must be protected 

all over Pakistan on a priority basis because they and their families are at risk. 

In a statement here on Saturday, PMA (Centre) Secretary General Dr SM Qaisar Sajjad observed that so 

many doctors had been found positive with coronavirus; one of the recent examples is of ENT Professor 

Dr Muhammad Javed of Hayatabad Medical Complex, Peshawar, who has been tested positive for 

coronavirus and has been shifted to ICU. He is on ventilator and fighting for his life. 

The PMA office-bearer said, “Two of our doctors, Dr Usama Riaz and Dr Abdul Qadir Soomro, have 

died so far while fighting on the frontline. Unfortunately, no compensation has been announced yet for 

the families of the deceased doctors, he said. 

“We demand the federal government and the provincial governments concerned urgently announce not 

only a compensation amount for the families but there should also be a regular monthly support amount 

for the education, health and utilities for the families of the deceased doctors.” 

Meanwhile, PMA Lahore chapter condemned Federal Health Ministry for, what it called, destructive 

initiative to destroy Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) on the instigation of federal health 

task force. The PMA said the national institute should not be ruined. “PMA reiterated that PMA will 

protect the institution at every cost,” Dr Malik Shahid Shaukat, general secretary of PMA Lahore 

chapter, said in a statement on Saturday. 
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یسوسی ایشنڈاکٹر ز کی حفاظت ترجیحی بنیادوں پر کی جائے،پاکستان میڈیکل ا  

 - اسٹاف رپورٹر

April 12, 2020, 

جو کورونا وائرس کے  ٹرکراچی )اسٹاف رپورٹر(پاکستان میڈیکل ایسوسی ایشن نے کہا ہے کہ ہمارے ڈاک

پاکستان میں ان کی حفاظت ترجیحی بنیادوں  خالف لڑ رہے ہیں وہ اگلی صفوں کے سپاہی ہیں اس لیے پورے

خاندان کورونا وائرس سے متاثر ہونے کے سخت خطرے سے دوچار  پر کی جائے کیوں کہ وہ اور ان کے

 کستان میں بہت سے ڈاکٹروں میں کوروناجاری کردہ پریس ریلیز کے مطابق پورے پا ہیں۔پی ایم اے کی

پشاور کے ای این ٹی کے  وائرس ٹیسٹ مثبت پایا گیا ہے۔اس کی حالیہ مثال،حیات ٓاباد میڈیکل کمپلیکس

ٹیسٹ مثبت پایا گیا جو اس وقت وینٹی لیٹر پر ہیں اور  پروفیسر ڈاکٹر محمدجاوید کی ہے جن کا کورونا وائرس

کرتے  ڈاکٹر اسامہ ریاض اور ڈاکٹر عبدالقادر سومرو فرنٹ الئن پر کام 2ہیں۔ہمارے زندگی کی جنگ لڑ رہے

اب تک لواحقین کے  ہوئے جاں بحق ہو چکے ہیں اور بڑے افسوس کی بات ہے کہ حکومت کی طرف سے

متعلقہ صوبائی حکومتوں سے مطالبہ کرتے  لیے کسی معاوضے کا اعالن نہیں کیا گیا۔ہم وفاقی حکومت اور

کے لواحقین کے لیے نہ صرف معاوضے کا اعالن کیا جائے بلکہ ان  کہ جاں بحق ہونے والے ڈاکٹروں ہیں

اخراجات  امدادی رقم کا بھی اعالن کیا جائے تاکہ ان کے بچوں کے تعلیم، صحت اور دیگر کے لیے ماہانہ

 پورے ہو سکیں۔
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